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Of the Origin of ESS AY-WRITING.,' 





EASON and Experience agree in teaching 
us, that in refpect to all kinds of Science, 
OW and every: ‘different Branch. of Learning, 
8@ Men begin with what is cafieft, and-arrive 
by Degrees -at that Perfe“liom which, can- 
y not be attained: but by adhering: to.a)pro- 
per Method. We fce and know ‘this ta be 
true with refpect to Poctry, Hiftory, and 
the Arts ; we may therefore prefume, that it is no Jéfatrue of 
other literary. Compofitions ; and-therefore, when -we enquite 
into the Origin of Moral and’ Philofephical Diftourfes, there 
can be nothing more rational than to fuppofe the 'moft eafy 
and natural Way of Writing, was that which was frit in nf 
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‘To make Choice of a Subjeét, to write down one's 
Thoughts upon it juft as they fpring up in the Mind, to add 
to thefe what we recolleét to have heard others fay. upon 
the fame Topic, and to intermix Sentences, Verfes, Fables, 
hiftorical Inftances, Allegories, and fuch like, will appear 
to whoever confiders the Thing in a proper Light, and. in- 
dependent of that critical Taite, which is univerfally allow- 
ed to have been unknown in early Times, as eafy and na- 
tural a Way of Writing asany, The Conclufion I would 
draw fro, hence is, that we have probable Grounds to per- 
{wade us, that no kind of writing in Profe, is of a more 
aacient Date than this of E/fays,; refpe& being ‘had to 
the Manner of Compofition only ; for it muft be confeffed 
that the Title and th: reviving of them ought to be attribut- 
ed to the Moderns. 

We will next enquire how’ far this Notion may be jufti- 
fied from the Hiftorical Records of Learning, and this I 
prefume will add Evidence to Conjecture, and obtain Credit as 
for a fad, inftead of that Probability,with which the bare Sup- 

fition was attended. We very well -know that as thefe 

Neftern and Northern Parts derived all their Knowledge 
from ‘the Greeks ; fo the Greeks were in like Manner indebted 
for theirs to the Eaftern Nations; for thus much, the Greeks 
themfelves confefs ; and their Vanity was fo great, that no- 
thing but an entire Conviction could have forc’d them to 
fuch a Confeffion. Let us fee then what we can find of this 
fort among thefe Parents of Learning, _ } 

Jt is univerfally allowed, that independent of their Claim 
to Infpiration, the Books of the Old Teftament are the 
okleft that. are extant, and amongft thefe perhaps there is 
none more ancient than the Proverbs. In this. I follow the 
Opinion of the learned Gretius, who thinks, that as_ the 
Writings of Solomon were carefully colle&ted by the Com- 
mand of his Succeflor Hezekiah, fo the Proverbs of Solomon 
were originally a Collection made by him opt of much 
earlier. Writers ; and if fo, this will go a great Way towards 
proving what I have aflerted. For that Book opens with 
an Obfervation of the fame kind, and with a Difplay of the 
Ufefulnefs of this way of Writing in detach’d Thoughts; and 
feveral very fine Things are therein faid upon the Subject. ~ 

The Method that has been taken for the Sake of Uni- 
formity, and a Facility of citing particular Paflages, by di- 
viding this Book into Chapters and Verfes,_ hinders us; from 
feeing what would be otherwife very apparent, that it is in a 
great meafure 4 Collection of Effays, . But howeyer, this 
: is 


ee ee ee, Med 


oO tre 


1 


ic 
1c 


an 


ds 


ne 


Li- 
li- 


Literary and Hiftorical REGISTER, 5 
is in part fo very vifible, that I think the Fruth of it. can- 
not be denied.. The Palace of Wifdom and: the Houfe-of 
Pleafure, axe, at leaft in my Judgment, evident Effays; and 
perhaps I fhould net exceed the Truth in. advancing, that 
trom thence was taken the Hint of the Vi/ion of Hercules, 
and other allegorical Piecesof the fame Nature. I might 
fay the fame thing of the Panegyrick an the middle State of 
Life, or the Happinefs of being equally removed from Poverty 
and Riches ; the Character of a virtuous oman, and other 
Pieces in that Colleétion. 

EccLesIAsTEs, which is alfo attributed to the fame Au- 


thor, is plainly an Effay, which might be very well intitled 


An Enquiry after Happinefi. \t is more Methodical, as it 
is a fingle Piece, but for all that, has been eftcemed very 
dificult to underftand , and for that Reafon, fome Doubts 
were raifed in ancient Times, about the admitting it into 
the Canon, becaufe of the great Freedom of Thought that, 
reigns throughout the whole, and in that Refpect renders it 
fo unlike moit of the other Books in the facred Code. But 
confider’d in the Light of an Effay, intended to fhew the 
Weaknefs of human Underftanding in diftinguifhing and 
purfuing true Happinefs, all thofe Difficulties are in a great 
meafure taken away, and it appears at once a very ufeful 
and a very pious Treatife ; and this therefore is the Light in 
which the moft learned and judicious Commentators have 
confidered it. In this Light it was looked upon by the in- 
genious Mr. Pricr, whofe Poem is perhaps as good a Com- 
mentary, and lets the Reader as truely into the Senfe of the 
Original, as any that hitherto has appeared on that celebrated 
Work, 

The Wifdom of Sovomon, and the Vifdom of the Son of 
SIRACH, are, as their Titles very plainly thew, Copies after 
the great Originals before mentioned, an¢ confequently ought 
to be regarded as Collections of Moral Effays; and tho’ 
there might be good Reafons for placing them in the Apocry- 
pha; yet, I think, the Church of England has alfo very good 
Reafons on her Side, for directing them to be read for the 
Information and Fdification of the People. I remember, it 
was an Obfervation made to me by an eminent Free-thinker, 
not long deceafed, that thefe were the very beft Books he 
ever read; and that he wonder’d they were not more ge- 
nerally known and efteem’d, fince they contain’d as much 
found Senfe and clofe Reafoning, as any of the Works of 
the Greek Philofophers, that have been fo long,. and are ftill 
fo univerfally Sudied and applauded, git, is 
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If we had any profane Writings of the Eaftern Sages: 
that approach’d thefe in point of Antiquity, I make no 
doubt that they would furnifh me with frefh Arguments in, 
fupport of my Affertion, viz. That Effay-Writing was the 
Invention of the earlieft Times ; but it fo falls out that, we 
Have none, and therefore nothing can be advanc’d upon this 
Head but from Conjecture. There are indeed fome Frag- 
ments preferv’d of an ancient Phanician Hiftory, in which 
it is recorded, that: the King of Zyre and the Wife Solomon 
were wont to exchange Writings of this fort between them, 
in which they folv’d Enigma’s, explain’d Parables, and dif- 
cuffed Queftions in various Branches of Literature. The Ac- 
counts we have of the Travels of Solon, and the Banquets of 
the fir/? Sages of Greece, in which they took more Care of 
feeding their Minds, than gratifying their Appetites, is alfo 
favourable to my Notion ; and perhaps it would not be very 
difficult to add fome other Proofs of a like Nature, to thefe ; 
but Ihaften to another Argument, which I think more per- ] 
tinent, at leaft, if not more conclufive. , 
We know that the Eaftern Nations have a great Steddi- 1 
nefs of Manners, and are very little apt to vary in their Cuf- * «¢ 
toms, If therefore we can prove, that in later Times they * ( 
have very much affected this kind of Writing, it will be a” x 
very ftrong Prefumption, that it was in ancient Ufe amongft ’ a 
them. In refpeét to this I might obferve, that the Works of “ ] 
Confucius and other Chinefe Philofophers, of which any Speci- ‘* 
mens have been brought into Europe, are entirely in this” I 
Tafte; but perhaps it will be more for my Purpofe, fince > v 
Antiquity had little or no Knowledge of China and its Inha-* t 
bitants, to fhew the fame Thing as to other Eaffern Nations. ° P 
In the firft Place then I fhall take Notice, that the learned T 
Dr. Hyde, in-his excellent Book of the Religion of the an--' TI 
cient Perfians, has given us feveral. Titles and fome-Extraéts ‘ C 
from the Works of Zerdifhbt or Zorsafter, which plainly ‘ fo 
fhew that he wrote Effays upon various Subjeéts, There”? ar 
was an ancient King of Perfia, who compos’d for the Ufe* fo 
of his Succeffors and Subjects a famous Treatife, which is ftill?” ww, 
preferved and univerfally admir’d in the Eaft, under the Title“ re 
of the Wifdom of Kings, which ftrongly. refembles the Works* ju 
of Solomon, and is no more than Effays upon feveral impor-' ‘no 
tant Subjects. ‘There is another Work written originally in on 
Perfian by Saadi, 2 celebrated Poet, who was: a Nativeo! of 
Schiras, intitled Guuisraw, or the Garden of Rofes, which” of 
is ao a Collection of Effays.; and:1 mention it the rather, raé 
becaufe it is well known to the learned World by the Lacs = Lit 
Tranflation 
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Trariflation’of it publifhed: by Gentius, under the Title of 
Rofarium Politicum.-’ How this Kind of Writing was tranf- 
lantéd from the Climates of the Eaft into Greece, how deep 
dot it took, and how it flourifh’d there, may poffibly, if 
this fhould be well receiv’d, become the Subject of another 
Paper. . 


Mar: oth, 1746-7. PHILO. 


To the Keeper of the MUSEUM, 
SIR, 


HERE is not, “1 have thought, any ene kind: of 
Writing, that wou’d be of more general ufe to Mari- 
kind, than the Drawerng of Charaéters : but to do this wel}, 
requires fo very Rational an Underftanding, and fuch an en- 
larged Acquaintance: with Life, that I do not. wonder it'has 
employed fewer Pens than any other ‘Subjeét in the whole 
Compafs of Literature. ‘ Our Neighbeurs the French, are 
much more fuccefsful than ourfelves in thefe Attempts, 
at leaft, have feen more’ good Writers of the fort; for ‘the 
Ethic Pieces of our great Countryman Mr. Pope, will chal- 
Tenge the Preference from every thing of this kind in all 
Languages; and Dr. 'Young’s Univerfal Paffien has like- 
wife upon the whole 2-very diftinguith’d Merit. Jt is not 
that Encouragement, is wanting to the Adventurers in this 
Province : we are ready to grant as much Fame as the vaineft 
Temper cou’d demand, to any fuccefsful Endeavour: The 
Travels of Fofeph Andrews have been admitted into the beft 
Company, been read and admired by the moft elegant Judges, 


| for the juft Reprefentation ‘of certain Characters, tho’ they 


are chiefly taken from the loweft Life. We are content to 


* follow Parfon Trulliber into his Hog-Sty, or Mrs. Tow- 


woufe into her Ale-houfe, and think ourfelves fufficiently 
repaid for our Condefcenfion, if we are made to laugh by a 
juft Defcription of thefe dirry Scenes.’ But hitherto i have 
not mentioned the Stage, where,’ as it profeffes in the Motto 
on its Curtain to hold up ‘Speculum Vita, the Looking-Glafs 
of Life, one might ‘naturally expect to fee the true Manners 
of Men fet to View, and be able to apply the fictitious. Cha- 
racters on the Stage, to certain of our Acquaintance in real 


Life. But alas! there are’ fo few Plays recte morate (as 


Horace 
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Horace calls it) fo few that preferve ‘this Propriety of Manners; 
-and fetch their Dramatis Perfone from Nature, that we . often 
fit amazed at the Scene that is playing before us, aud woridet 
whence the Poet cou’d poffibly draw fuch.unlike, difpropor- 
tioned, monftrous Caricaturas, . rather than Characters of 
Men. I can readily allow the Neceffity there is of heighten- 
ing Characters a little to make them ftrike, and know very 
well that the Generality of People, like the Inhabitants of 
Laputa, want a Flapper to awaken their Attention ; but fure- 
ly this Liberty fhould not more than any other be carried into 
Licentioufnefs. A Villain in a Tragedy is ufually fo black- 
ened over with Crimes, that one is frighten’d at the Picture ; 
and a Beau in a Comedy fo unmercifully dizen’d out with 
Foppery, that we naufeate before half the Play is over, and 
grow fick of fo much Affectation. It fhould feem as if our 
‘Tragedies endeavoured to foar as high, and our Comedies to 
fink as low 2s poffible : the one are al] Rant and Bloodfhed ; 
the other all Filth and Buffoonry. No fooner does a Tya- 
gedian take Pen in Hend, but immediately the Man is in- 
fpired, Odit profanum vulgus & arcet, he difdains all Com- 
merce with common - Life, he is to treat of Heroes and 
Kings. and Demigods, and what not fine Things? Eagles 
are to perch on Alexander’s Beaver, and Gods are to jujile 
one another in the Dark. Might not one apply to this, Set 
of Writers, that very beautiful Paffage in Ted Shaft/oury 
upon a mad Hero, who was as much mifled by the Power of 
Fancy, as the maddeft Poet can poffibly be ? ‘* The Sound 
*¢ of Victory rings in their Ears, Lawrels and Crowns play 
*€-before their. Eyes: what is this befide Giddinefs .and 
*¢ Dream ?. Appearances unconnected, Worlds dancing; 
*© Phantoms playing, Seas of Milk, and Ships of Amber ? 
Or if you like Mr. Bay’s Imagery better in the Rebearjal, 
as tm Truncheons, fore’d Conceits, fmooth Verfe and 
*s Rant.”” A very juft Picture this of modern Tragedy! 
which, as Mr. Cibber properly obferves in his Preface to 
the Provoked Hufband, is too often written in a lofty Difre- 
gerd of Nature: . As if Writers thought the Bufkin to be 
dike the feven-léagued Boots, fo famous in Fairy Hiftoryswhich 
enabled the Wearet to ftalk over Seas and Mountains at a 
Stride. The Comic Poet proceeds upon a different Plan. 
Down He fits with a Refolution to be witty with all his 
Might, and crowd as.many bawdy Jokes into the Compafs of 
five Ads as his tortur’d Faucy can produce. But firft the Plot— 
Aye, there’s the Rub! Half a dozen Couple he k: ows are to be 
married ; that is indifpenfile, but then it muft be cffected by 
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fome diftant roundabout Contrivance, the more to ftrike the 
Audience with: Surprize. Some Lady is to be fent out a 
Colonelling.in Man’: Habit, orto leap out of a Coffin at the. 
End of the fifth A&, and fall upon her Lover in blank 
Verfe. Thefe are Abfurdities in fome of our moft favou- 
rite Plays, which upon the whole are well written, andmake 
their Appearance every Winter upon the Stage with Ap- 
plaufe. .Rut,what thall we fay of that wild, unnatural De- 
fign of introducing a Gallant to his Miftrefs (the young 
Wife of an old ‘Virtuofo) artfully-concealed in a Crocodile’s 
Skin, or fwath’d up like an Zgyptian Mummy, under the 
Notion of a Prefent to the Hufband ? Sad Proof, how even 
the greateft Geniuffes foretimes can defcend to the moft 
ridiculous Trifles! I would be cautious of contraditing the 
general Tafte, but furcly the Bufinefs of Plots is carried much 
top far. We don’t want to be furprized with unexpected 
Events, and kept in Sufpence till the Poct  pleafes ,to .gnfa- 
vel what he calls, a Plot: The chief Aim of Comedy ould 
be to exhibit . the reigning Characters of the Age, and paint 
the prevailing Follies of whatever.kind in a ridiculous Light. 
Wherever, this,is done fuccefsfully, the fimpler the. Plot, 
in my Opinion, the better ; for where it is intricate, the 
Perfonages of the Play are often obliged to drop their pro- 
per Characters, and talk inconfiftent with themfelves, merely 
to fupport a filly Story the Poet is working at. Another great 
Fault jn-our Comick Writers is. the eternal Affectation of 


- Wit upon all Occafions, however ill-fuited.and out of Place. 
This was the characteriftic Blemith of Mr. Congreve, whofe 
lively Imagination, and Brilliancy of , Parts. made him too 


often; run, beyond the Character he was drawing. Wit ma 

be very proper from the Mouth of a ¥itwou’d ora Brife, 
but unpardonable.from a Sir Fofeph Wittall, or a rude ilite- 
sate Tarpaulin,' like Ben in Love for Love: And however 
we may admire the Quicknefs. of the Conceit, we cannot 
help applying the Cenfure. of Horace, that here it is out of 
Place. One,of the beft Plays upon the Exgli/ Stage, is the 
Provoked Hufband ; There we feg no unnatural Strainings for 
Wit, no Endeavours to perplex the Story, no. Drummers tattoo- 


-ing behind the Hangings, Lovers in Crocodiles Skins, of Ladies 


leaping out of a Coffin ; the Defign is fimple and plain, the Hu- 
mor genuine and ealy, the Characters ceaeily drawn, and every 
thing fo natural, thateven the moft injudicious Reader may apply 
the greateft Part of it within the Compas of his own Obferva- 


-tion. The Tender and Carele/s Hu/bands are likewife inimi- 


table Pieces, both taken from .genteel Life, founded on eafy 


-Plans, and executed with great Succefs. I ‘have mare to 


Vor. Ill, B fay 
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fay on this Subject, but perceiving myfelf got almoft to the 
End of my Paper, 1 fhall defer the remainder of my Re- 
fleGions to another Time, and conclude at prefent wish. 
thofe Lines of Mr. Pope in his Epiftle to the King. 


Obferve how feldem ev'n the Beft fucceed, 

ell me if Congreve’s Fools are Fools indeed : 
What pert low Dialogue has Farquhar writ ? 
Fw Van wants Grace, who never wanted Wit ? 
The Stage how loofely does Afttza tread, 
Who fairly puts all Charatters to Bed? 
But fill their Purfe, our Poet’s Work is done, 
Alike to them by Pathos‘or by Pun. 


4z ADVERTISEMENT. 


ereas feveral Empiricks have of late pefter’d this 
famous Metropolis, ard affifted by Impudence, the 


infeparable Companion of Ignorance, deluded many of his 
Majefty’s fober and well-meaning Subjeéts by their pompous 
Advertifements, and fupernatural Pretenfions, to great 
‘and irreparable Obftruction of Commerce, the no fmall In- 
jury of the Health of Millions, and the infinite Prejudice and 
Difcredit of that moft ufeful; fublime, and almoft Divine 
Science of Chymiftry: We therefore having a difinterefted 
Love for Mankind in general, and this dear we, ms of 
phd Britain in particular, without amy finifter View of 
ucre accruing hereby to ourfelves, take this Opportunit 
to inform the World, that, with indefatigable woes | oi 
Application for the Space of forty Years, we ‘have at length 
found out that ineftimable Secret, which the moft famous 
Philofophers have toil’d after in vain, of making the true 
a Mirabilis, or Royal wonderful Shaving-Soap, to whofe 
Efficacy no Defcription can do Juftice. But left the Malice of 
evil-defigning People, the profefs’d Enemies of publick Ge- 
nerofity, fhould mifinterpret-our modeft Silence into a ftupid 
Diffidence, we think it neceflary to give this fhort Account 
of its moft aftonifhing Properties. ‘T he firft is the before un- 
heard-of Effect upon deficient or diforder’d Intellects ; for in 
thrée or four Applications it renders, on one hatid, the moft 
rofs and ftupid, bright and penetrating, by diffipating the 
‘umes that darken the mental Optics, and exhaling the va- 
us Moifture that damps the Brain: ; and on the othes, “tis 
an infallible Cure for Lunacy, ‘or the Malady of fuperabun- 
dant and undivided Ideas, ‘by fpeedily reducing the Imagina- 
tion foating above the Flight of the Eaglé, to become again 
an Inhabitant of this World, -and to converfe is 
teE~ 
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fubterlunar Mortals. It has been remarkably famous in the 
firft Cafe, for the violent Operation on City Aldermen, 
Juftices of Peace, and Rural Gentry ; and in the laft, for the 
Recovery of many Templers and others, who had been Mufe- 
rid for Years, and were thought to be gone beyond the 
Power of Phyfick. Such are its almoft Divine Effects on the 
Intellectual Syftem! Nor is it of lcfs Efficacy in the Cor- 
poreal ; for in the Space of four and twenty oom, it cures 
all manner of ,Difeafes, and (incredible to be related!) ren- 
ders the moft deformed and decrepid, comely and,aétive, re- 
ftoring the wintry Wrinkles of Age to the vernal Bloom of 
Youth. It deftroys all Freckles, Warts, Wens,-'c.'-&c. 
changes the moft pallid Complexion ipte the moft-gay and 
florid, makes the reddeft Hair become any Colour the Patient 
pleafes, caufes* it to grow where there was none before, 
and totally eradicates it in other Places, where it ought not 
tobe. In fhort, “tis the Alixir Salutis, the Agua Vite, 
which renovates, -exhilarates, and perpetuates Life, never 
before difcover’d, tho” fought after, at’ the Expence of im- 
menfe Treafiires, thro’ all Ages; by Kings and Philofophers. 
This cceleftial Nofrem ougik.:$0 he had by ajl Ranks of 
Men, whether Monarchs, Statefmen, Generals, and others, 
but more particularly by Valets de Chambre and Barbers 
*Prentices ; fot,’ befides all thefe pfater-natural. ’ Qualities 
already mentioned, jt gives a moft excellent Edge to the 
blunteft Razor, the Operator the moft dextrous Turn of Hand 
imaginable, and furhifhes him, with a'‘lively Invention, ‘or Me- 
mory for News to entertain Cuftomérs ‘with ; for the Ef- 
fluvia arifing from the Lather convey Wit and Knowledge to 
all by whom they are inhal’d, in fo much that many of thofe 
ingenious ‘Tréatifes upon Learning, alte, Refigion;’ Poli- 
ticks, “c. have been written by Perfons, who .cotld neither 
write nor read before they experienc’d the Power.of this Di- 
on which Jike Promethear Fire animates, even Clay 
it felf. 

This truly wonderful and never-equal’d Medicine is to be 
fold only at the ‘Sign of the Flying Python and Mortar, in 
Hermetick Alley, neas Apathecgries Hall, London, at1\. 1s. 
a Ball. To prevent Miftakes, enquire for Dr. A/kaman’s Sape 
Mirabilis. cate 

WN. B. The Dogtor was the Seventh Son of Grotins Van 

. Alkaman the famous German Chymift, by the Daughter 

of Louis the Fourteenth’s Surgeon, whofe Mother was 
Daughter to that celebrated itincrant £ng/if Phyfician 
Dz. Green's Grandfather. 

PUILARETES, 
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Ieveram Varids horti ridentis bonorés,, 
_.. Candida’ purpureis lilia mifta rofis.; =: 
Cum Violis cafiam,. intextofque crocis hyacinithos : 
Quicquid erat forma, Fas 2a odore placens. 


Mane-Chlet, accipiens : seddlentin’ lieta 2ddfelam) 
‘Ampofuit nitidjs munera lea comis : 
Duke f fimul fpiranis, florum ut fuperaret odores s ; 
Cederet ut florum gratia, dulce tuens. : 


, Per: totum tulit illa diem viridantia feta % 
“Et paftoralis ‘vox fait una chori, 
Non etiam intaétas patrio tam dulce’ per bortos. 
, Spiraviffe print vel rybuiffe rofas. .., 


Oe modo laudare ’ft juvenes cuperentque piclla, 
| Vefpere ferta levi depofitura manu, 
Pallidulos fentit fine odore recumbere flores : 
Aura recens abiit ; -deperiitque’ color, 


Tum meeftos, cum flore, in humum dejecit ocellos 5 
Fluxitque in niveas lucida gutta ‘genas. 

Prodebant tacitam fatis ipfa filentia mentem- 
Cum @uerent lachrym~, cumdpe videret amant, 


Diffimulans, 





\Sy 
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‘The GARL AND: : 
By Marraas Prion, Eis” 


HE -Pride-of ev’ry Grove f chofe, _ 

The’ Violet’ fweet' and Lilly fir, 3" 

The ‘dappi’d' Pink afd blifhing Rafe,’ “> 
To deck my charming Chioe’s Hair. 


oo) 


At Mon:the Nymph vouchfaf!d to:place:» / 
Upon her!Brow the various Wreath 31:0) 19 

The Flowers lefs.blooming thansher Face}. 
The Scent lefs ae ane ane her oe 


The F low’ Ts ra wore amend the dhe oll 
And ew’ry. Nymph and Shepherd Side 

That in her Hair.they look’d more gay, j; 
Than glowing in their native Bed. 


WwW 


ae 


Undrefi'd at-Ev’ ning, when fhe found | 
Their, Odours loft, their Colours aa : 
She chang’d her Look, and on the Ground 
Her Garland, and her Eye the caft. — 


That Eye dropt Senfe diftin& and clear, 
As any Mujfe’s Tongue could fpeak, 
When from it’s Lid a pearly Tear 
Ran trickling down her beauteous Check. 


Diffembling 
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Diffimulans, mihi quod patuit nimis; Ede, rogabam, 
Lux meat gutta cadens, ede, quid ifta tulit. 
Quis male mutatos cafus turbavit ocellos ? 
Quid fibi vult fubitus, dic mea vita, dolor? 


Ingemit ; & mifto mulcens fufpiria rifu, 
Gratior infolita cum gravitate monet... - 
Afpice, (& ejeCtam monftravit dextra coronam,) 
Afpice quem cafum quam brevis hora tulit ! 


En modo veris honos ! —Atque hei mihi! lege nitefcit 
Veris honos fimili, virgineufque décer. - 

Sol oritur ; ketos oftentat utetque ddlords : 
een marys — — decus. 


Seta duxit orm ad modulamima vocis 
' Stella leves,: Fuvenum publica uta,’ choves 5 
| Vefpere, mtors clawfit radiantia:lamina: vidi, 
Pallidulifque dedi Safia meefta feats. - 


Quis fcit, an his alius confurget Phoebus ocellis ? 
Cras, here prereptam, forfitan ipfe fequar. © 

I, Damon, moefto dicat tua catpiine mufa, — 
Heu miferam! nimio jure doléfe Chloen. 
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Diffembling what I knew too well, 
My Love, my Life, faid I, explain 
This Change of Humour, pr’ythee tell, 
That falling Tear — what does it mean ? 


She figh’d, the finil’d; ‘and to the Flow’rs 
Pointing, the lovely Mor’ lift faid : 

Seé, Friend, in fome few fleeting Hours, 
See yonder, what a Change is made! 


Ah me! the blooming Pride of AZzy, 
And that of Beauty are but one ; 

At Morn both flourith bright and gay, 
Both fade at Ev’ning, pale and gone. . 


At Dawn poor Stella danc’d and futig $ 
The am’rous Youth around her bow’d; 
At Night her fatal Knell was rung ; 
I faw and kifs’d her-in her Shroud. 


Such as fhe is, who dy’d to-day ; 
Such I, alas! may be to-morrow : 

Go, Damon, bid thy Mufe difplay 
The Juftice of thy Chice’s Sorrow. 
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The Amonovs-Revence : An Ode to CHLOE. 


I. 


H Chloe ! cunning, cruel Fair, 
* Why will you. thus my Love perplex ? 
To rail at Men, for Shame forbear, 
For Women the Agreffors are, 
And we. the weaker Sex. 


II. 
Your Lips I own, I prefs’d in Play, 
A fliort and momentary Blifs, 
Hence all the barb’rous Things you fay, 
And Storms and Tempefts all the Day, 
About .a fimple Kifs. 


Ill. 


But Chloe, Chloe, well you know, 
And ftill alas ! I feel the Smart, 

That long before I injur’d you, 

(Though, faith, I cannot well tell how 
You caught, and keep my Heart. 


4n HYMN, 


i? PART I. 


OD of my Health, whofe tender Care 
Firft gave me Pow’r to move, 
How fhall my thankful Heart declare 
The Wonders of thy Love ? 





Whik 
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While void of Thought and Senfe I lay, 
Duft of my Parent Earth, 

Thy Breath inform’d the fleeping Clay, 
And call’d me to the Birth. 


From thee the Parts their Fafhion took, 
And, e’er my Life begun, 

Within the Volume of thy Book - 
Were written one by one. 

Thy Eye beheld in open View 
The yet unfinifh’d Plan ; 

The fhadowy Lines thy Pencil drew, 
And form’d the future Man. 


O! may this Frame, which rifing grew 
Beneath thy plaftic Hands, 

Be ftudious ever to purfue 
Whate’er thy Will commands. 

The Soul which moves this earthly Load, 
Thy Semblance let it bear, 

Nor lofe the Traces of the God, 
Who ftamp’d his Image there. 


PART II. 


Thou, who within this Earthly Shrine 
Haft pour’d thy quick’ning Ray, 

Oh ! let thy Influence on me fhine, 
And purge each Mift away. 

With curious Search let others afk 
Through Nature’s Depth to fee 5 

Oh ! teach my Soul the better Tafk, 
To know itfelf and thee, 


hile 
Vor. IIL Cc Teach 








18 


Th MUSEUM: Or the 


Teach me to know how weak the Mind, 
That yields to erring Pride ; 

And make my doubting Reafon find 
Thy Word its fafeft Guide. 

Let me not, loft in Learning’s Maze, 
Religion’s Flame refign : 

For what’s the Warth of human Pr-fe, 
Compar’d, my Gop, to thine ? 


Keep in my Soul the ftrong Delight; 
The Hopes that in me rife, 

While Faith prefents before my Sight 
The Blifs that never dies: 

Oh ! be thofe Hopes my only Boaft, 
That Faith my whole Employ, 

Till Faith in Knowledge fhall be loft, 
And Hope in fulleft Joy. 


PART III. 


Where’er I turn my wakeful Thought, 
Unnumber’d Foes I fee ; 

Guide of my Youth, forfake me not, 
But lead me fafe:to thee. 

As on I prefs, Diftruft:and Doubt 
Diffuafive ftep between ; 

While Pleafures tempt me from without, 
And Paffions war within. 


Yet fix’d on thee, I lofe each Fear, 
Each vain Affault I -brave ; 

I know thee, Lord, nor flow to hear, 
Nor impotent to fave. 


Qh | 
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Oh ! caft my Errors from thy Sight, 

And let them pafs away, 
Unheeded as 2 Watch by Night, 

Or as a Cloud by Day. 


So while, in fecret Thought arraign’d, 
O’er my paft Life I go, 

And mark hew oft I urg’d thy Hand 
To ftrike th’ avenging Blow : 

So oft fhall my repeated Lays 
My thankful Heart declare, 

And joy to celebrate thy Praife, 
Whofe Mercy deign’d to fpare. 





LITERARY MEMOIRS, 


The Life of the Emperor Juutan, tranflated from the 
French, and improved with Coins, Notes, and a 
Genealogical Table. Printed for M. Cooper at the 
Globe in Pater-nofter-Row, 1746, r2mo. in 346 
Pages, exclufive of an Advertifement, the French 
Author’s Preface, and the Approbation; in which 
we are told, that this Hiftory is no lefs admirable 
for its Matter, than the Beauty of its Stile; and 
that it will do as much Credit to Letters as Service 
to Religion. 


‘la Work before us has juftly obtained a very high 
Character. The Author had obferved, that among the 
great Princes of Antiquity, there was none more fpoke of, 
and yet lefs known to Pofterity than Fulian, whom the 
Generality of Mankind have been taught to abhor as an im- 
pious Apoftate, and whom a handful of People have been per- 

| C2 fwaded 
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fwaded to belicve was a Firft-rate Genius, opprefs’d and de- 
famed on the Score of his deferting Chriftianity. “What this 
Writer propofes therefore, is not the Hiftory of Fulien con- 
fidered barely as a Prince, but his Life ; and the Point he 
aims at is the letting us into his true Character, which he 
gives us at the Beginning, very fully, though in a few 
Words, by faying that he was not a very great, but rather 
a very fingular Perfon. 

The Life of Fulian is divided into fix Books. In the 
Firft, he fhews his Defcent from the Emperor Con/fantius 
Chlorus, the Father of Conffantine the Great, and the Re- 
Jation he ftood in to Conftaniius the Son of that Emperor. 
Flavius Claudius ‘fulianus,- was born at Con/tantinople, No- 
vember 6, Ann. Dom. 331°; His: Mother Bafilina is faid to 
have dreamed, when fhe, was ready to lie in, that fhe brought 
Achilles into the World ; and itis. farther reported, that ihe 
was delivered without Pain : Circumftances that fhewF latterers 
Were never wanting in the Courts of Princes. His Misfor- 


tunes began early ; for upon the Death of the Emperor Con- ~ 


fiantine the Great, which happened when fulian was but juft 
fix Years old, the whole Imperial Family, excepting that 
Emperor’s thrce Sons, who permitted, if they did not pro- 
mote that bloody Scene ; and fulian and his Rirdther, who 
were concealed, perifhed by the Hands of the Soldiers. It 
13 faid, that ‘Julian was preferved by AZaré, Bifhop of Are- 
thufa, who hid him in the moft holy Place of his Church ; 
and therefore the Chriftians charged him with Ingratitude, 
as well as with Impicty, when he apoftatized. 

His firft Tutor was Mardonius a Scythian, who gave him 
not only a ftrong Tinéture of Learning, but infufed likewife 
a more than ordinary Severity of Manners. He addicted 
himfelf rather to the Greeé than Latin Language, though he 
underftood both; and the Reafon was, becaufe his Thoughts 
were turned to the diftinguifhing himfelf rather as a Learned 
Man, than as aPrince ; by his Perfonal Merit, more than the 
Luftre of his Birth. He had afterwards many other Matters ; 
but the Strength of his own Genius, and his vigorous Appli- 
cation, chiefly enabled him to penetrate all Sciences, and to 
become fo univerfally learned, as he is on all Hands, and by 
Writers of all Religions, allowed to have.been. But his 
Averfion for Conftantius, who was a Heretic, a Bigot, and a 
Perfecutor; joined with a boundlefs Curiofity which Ied him 
to delight im thofe Arts that Chriftianity confiders:as unlaw- 
tul, induced him firft to waver, then to forfake the Faith, 

and 
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and to become fora Time a concealed, and when he could 
difclofe it without Danger, an avowed, and an enthutiaitic 
Pagan. , 
The Jealoufy which the Emperor Conffantius had of him, 
and of his elder Brother Gallus, fubjected them to many, and 
thofe very great Inconveniences ; they were fometimes con- 
fined in one Place, and then fuddenly hurried to another 5 
they had the Attendants and Guards of Princes, but they 
knew very well that-thisGrandeur only difguifed their Cap- 
tivity, and that they were the Prifoners of thofe who feem’d 
to be the Guardians of their Safety. At laft however the Scene 
changed ; Con/fantius found it neceflary to give Gallus the Title 
of Czfar, in order to maintain the Eaftern Frontier of the Em- 
pire againft the Per/ians. He was raifed to this Dignity 4.D. 351, 
and ‘fulian felt in fome meafure the Effects of it, which how- 
ever inftead of leading him into Luxury, ferved only to pro- 
mote his Progrefs in Science, and gave him Opportunities 
of fhewing his Generofity to learned and worthy Perfons. 
But he. avoided all this Time any publick Declaration of his 
Religion ; on the contrary, he diflembled it to fuch a De- 
gree as muft always leave a Stain upon his Character. He 
took upon him the loweft Order of the Chriftian Miniftry, 
read the Scriptures publickly to the People, and feem’d in- 
clined to embrace the Clericai State. Thofe Arts did not hin- 
der his being fome way involved in his Brother’s Misfortunes, 
whom Con/fantius cauied to be depofed and put to Death, 
A.D. 354, and Futian himfelf was fent to Athens as into a 
kind of Banifhment. At length however, by the Kindnefs 
of the Emprefs, he furmounted all his Difficultics, and the 
publick Affairs making it neceflary, was the next Year de- 
clared Cefar, and fent into Gaul. 

The. Second Book opens with his going into and taking 
upon himfelf the Government of that Province, where it feems 
Conftantius intended that‘fulian fhould have aCted but an unde: 
Part, and that remaining fatisfied with the Title and the 
Houfhold of a Prince, he fhould have intrufted the Command 
of the Army and the Management of Civil Affairs with the 
Officers appointed by the Emperor, who had alfo their. In 
ftructions given them in..the fame Manner that Julian re- 
ceived his, that is, in the Emperor’s own Hand-writing, 
and with a Punétuality deicending even to the minuteft-Par- 
ticulars. But ‘fulian very foon difcovered a Spirit, which 
was neither to be fettered by fuch Inftructions, nor mifled 
by the common Arts of Courtiers ; in fhort, he put himfelf 

at 
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at the Head of the Army, if the Roman Forces without Pay, 
without Cloaths, and almoft without Arms could be called 
fuch; and the very Year after he came into the Province, 
viz. 356, he gain’d feveral Advantages over the Barbarians, 
tho’ the great Officers of the Army, purfuant to the Inftructi- 
ons they receiv’d from Court, abandon’d him with a very 
{mall Body of Troops to the Mercy of his Enemies, who 
befieged him in Cologne, the Fortifications of which he re- 
pair’d, and defended himfelf fo refolutely, that the Germans 
were at laft forc’d to break up their Siege. As he lived in 
the Field like a Soldier, and tayght his Soldiers to endure 
Labour and Hardfhips by his Example; fo in the Winter, 
when he might have kept his Court with fome degree of 
Splendor, he liv’d with all the Severity of a Philofopher. In 
a Werd, he was intent upon his Duty ; and as the Love oi 
Fame was his ruling Paffion, fo he had too penetrating a 
—— to miftake for it, the Applaufe of Flatterers ; he 

new, that to be efteem’d a great Man, the fureft, indeed 
the only Way, was to be fo ; and what he juftly conceiv'd, 
he fteddily executed. 

He carried on the War the next Year with equal Ability 
and Succefs; and tho’ inftead of affifting, the Emperor’s Of- 
ficers did all they could to crofs him, yet he carried his Point 
and defeated Chnodomarius, the ableft Prince of the Barba- 
rians, whether confidered as a Statefman or a Soldier, in 
a pitch’d Battle near Stra/bourg, in which he made that Mo- 
narch Prifoner. In the Year 358, he profecuted the. War 
with the like Vigilance, and at the fame time he took all ima- 
ginable Care to difcharge the~Duties of a Civi] Magiftrate, 
he did ftri€& Juftice to private Perfons, and was no lefs juft 
to the Publick; and not content with avoiding every. thing 
that look’d like Oppreffion in his own Conduét, he ufed his 
utmoft Endeavours to reprefs that Spirit of Oppreffion, which 
reign’d thro’ all the Officers who were appointed by the Em- 
peror, and hinder’d their laying- new Taxes, by taking Care 
to make fuch exact Calculations of the Expences of the Mi- 
litary and Civil Government, as very plainly prov’d the or- 
dinary Revenue was. more than fufficient to defray both. By 
thefe Methods he gain’d the Confidence of the Army, and 
the Affections of the People ; and tho’ the Soldiers once mu- 
tiny’d for want of Bread, yet he foon pacified them by Per- 
fuafions, and prevented the Return of their ill Humour, by 
ipeedily procuring Supplies from Britaiz. 


One 
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One would have imagin’d that this Condu& in Czfar 
fhould have been extremely pleafing to the Emperor; but the 
fufpicious Temper of Con/ftantius render’d him fo jealous of a 
Prince of fuperior Abilities, whofe Merit was univerfally 
acknowledged, that he could not help teftifying his Averfion 
for him in fo publick a Manner, that his Minifters knew no 
better Way of making their Court, than by detracting from 
the great Actions of ‘Julian, and ridiculing his Perfon and 
his Manners. This by Degrees was carried not only to a 
very great, but to a very indecent Height ; and tho’ this 
pleafed the Emperor, yet it did not deliver him from his 
Apprehenfions : he took therefore a Refolution to put it out 
of the Power of Fuliax to do him any Injury, by fending 
Decentius into Garl, with Orders to bring the Flower of the 
Army to his Affiftance in the Eaft. ‘Fhis Meafure, equally 
violent and unjuft, produc’d, as fuch Meafures ufually do, 
an Effeét the very reverfe of that which was intended there- 
by. ‘Fulian indeed fubmitted to the Order, harfh and inju- 
tious as it was ; -but the Soldiers, when they faw, that in- 
ftead of being rewarded for the Service they had done their 
Country, they were to be carried out of it to the moft dif- 
tant Provinces of the Empire, from whence they could have 
little or no Hopes of returning, mutiny’d toa Man, and not- 
withftanding all the Refiftance that Fulian could make, pro- 
claim’d him Auguftus. This happen’d in March or April 
360, when this Prince was in the 29th Year of his Age, and 
was then Conful with Con/tantius for the third Time, 

How much Reluétance foever Fulian might exprefs upon 
his Elevation to the Imperial Dignity, in a Manner which 
had fo much the Air of a-Revolt, he determin’d however to 
maintain his Dignity ;\ and in confequence thereof, wrote 
Letters to Conflantius, conceiv’d in Terms very refpeétful 
and modeft, but which at the fame Time fufficiently exprefl- 
ed his Conftancy and Firmnefs. This would have done him 
great Honour, if with thefe publick Epiftles, he had not alfo 
written privately to the. Emperor in a very different Style, 
full of Refentment and indecent RefteCtions, which Epiftles 
however never faw the Light. He was, it feems, fenfible 
that whatever Conduct ‘he purfued, it would be the fame 
Thing as to this Monarch, who might be brought perhaps 
to diffemble, but never to lay afide his Hatred. He was not 
at all deceived in his Notions ; for Conftantius, far from being 
mollified with any T'eftimonies of Submiffion ‘and Refpect, 
inftead of acknowledging him for his Collegue, commanded 
him to lay afide the Enfigns of Sovereignty, and thought he did 


much 
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much im promifing, on that Condition, to fpare his Life. 
‘Fulian detpifed his Threats, though his own Situation was far 
enough from being fecure, and managed everv thing in the 
Countries which fubmitted to him, as gracioufly, and with 
the fame Juflice as when he was only Cefar. In one Thing 
alone he was blameable ; for he not only concealed, but hypo- 
critically diflembled his Sentiments as to Religion ; for know- 
ing his Subjecis were zealous Chriftians, he celebrated the 
Feat of Epiphany with much Shew of Devotion, worfhiping 
Jesus Cuarist in the Sight of all the World, whom he had 
long before renounced in his Heart. ‘To fecure himfelf 
more effectually againft Con/fantius, who he knew was prepar- 
ing to attack. him, he made a furprizing March with ‘his Ar- 
my, divided into three Bodies of fix or feven thoufand Men 
each, from Gaul into Jilyria; that is, from the Neighbour- 
hood of Paris into the Midft of Hungary. He moved fo ex- 
peditioufly, that his Appearance was as fudden as the News of 
his Intention to the Officers of Con/tantius, who fubmitted on 
being thus furprized.; but two Legions, more loyal than thofe 
who commanded them, being ordered into Italy, feized Aqui- 
leiayand held it for their old Mafter. 

Fulian was fomewhat embarrafled by this Event, which 
engaged him to remain at Sirmium, where he was when it 
happened. He acted there with much the fame Caution, 
Moderation and Vigilance which he had fhew’d in Gau/, on- 
ly he was alittle more open in regard to his Religion. He 
fent various rich Prefents to the Pagan Temples, drew to him 
Augurs, Soothfayers, and Numbers of Heathen Priefts, with 
whom he converied intimately, and offered Sacrifices conti- 
nually, that in the Intrails of: the Beafts he might read, as 
he had been promifed, the Will of the Gods, and what was 
likeiy to fall out in fucceeding Times. His Devotion, how- 
evcr fervent or fincere, did not contribute to make him more 
eafy. Amongft Sacrifices fome were lucky, fome unlucky, 
but moft doubtful ; fo that he fat quiet for that Time, tll 
an Exprefs brought him Advice of Conffantius’s departing this 
Life at Tarfus in Cilicia, September 34, 4. D. 361, when he 
had reigned five and twenty, and lived forty-five Years. It 
is certain his Death happened very opportunely for Fulian, 
whofe Forces were far inferior to his; but there feems to 
be no Reafon for fuppofing the Emperor poifoned by his Di- 
rections, though’ this has been fuggefted by a great Chriftian 
Writer. ‘fulan fet out immediately for Conftantincple, and 
entered without Bloodfhed or Difpute into the full Poffeffion 
of the Empire. He gave Directions for bringing —, the 
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Body of Conftantius, whofe Funerals he celebrated with Pow' p, 
and even with Tears; but he appointed a new Court of Juf- 
tice for inquiring into the Grievances of the lait Reign, who 
called moft of the late Emperor’s Minilters before them’, 
punifhed many of them with great Severity, and fome with 
manifeft Injuftice ; he difmiffed alfo the whole Imperial Houf+ 
hold, under Pretence that the Expence of the Civil Lift was 
exorbitant ; but in reality, becaufe he hated all who were 
about his Predeceflor; and he not only declared himfelf a 
PaGan, but executed publickly the Office of Pontifex Maxi- 
mus, and made the réftoring Paganifm the chief Butinefs of his 
Adminiftration. With this Account of ‘fulian’s becoming 
the fole and indifputed Lord of the Roman Empire, our Aw+ 
thor concludes his third Book, as he opened it with his being 
proclaimed Auguffus by the Soldiers in Gaul. 

There is a2 natural Propenfity in all Nations to flatter new 
Mafters, and to expeét a happy Change of Times in the 
Dawning of a new Reign ; but with refpect to the Pagans, 
this of Fwkan liad ftill greater Advantages; for after having 
fo long fuftained the Frowns of the Court, they were tranf- 
ported with the Thoughts of having an Emperor of theit 
own Religion. This Difpofition appeared in an extraordi- 
nary Manner, when the Emperor invited Maximus, a farrious 
Platonick Philofopher, and by whom himfelf had been con- 
verted to Paganifm, to Court; for in his Paffage from Lydia 
to Confiantinople, he had fuch exceffive Honours paid him, 
that his whole Journey was a kind of Triumph. By his Ad- 
vice the Emperor tried every Method poffible for fubverting 
Chriftianity. He in the firft Place prohibited the Chriftians 
either to teach profane Literature, or to learn it. He tried te 
Method of enfnaring fuch as were about him,efpecially his Sol- 
diers, fo as toengage themto renounce Chriftianity and worfhip 
Idols, almoft before they knew what they did; for knowing 
they made no Scruple of revering the Image of their Empe? 
rors, he caufed the Pictures of his Gods to be reprefented wi 
his own, that they might be revered, or as it was called in 
the Eaft, adored, ‘together. He took the Cypher oP 5 
Chrift out of his Military Enfigns, and reftored the old In-' 
fcription S. P. QO, R. that is, the Senate and People of 
Rome, to which he added Images with the like View of en- 
gaging the Soldiers to continue their old Cuftom: of. falutin 
them. When he beftowed his: Donatives, he had a Fire burn 
ing befide him, and before the Soldier was admitted to kif$ 
kis Hand, or receive his Money, he was to fcatter Incenfe 
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upon this Fire, which was conftrued a renouncing of Chrif- 
fianity ; but thefe Methods had no great Effe&t. He encou- 
raged Divifions amongft the Chriftians, and did all in his 
Power to foment their Difputes. He did not indeed openly 
perfecute them, as his Pagan Predecefflors had done, but he 
did it indireétly, under various Pretences; and he fuffered 
the Pagans to treat them with Irfolence and Barbarity, with 
abfolute Impunity. He pardon’d the Alexandrians for the 
cruel Murder of their Bifhop ; and he fuffered Mark Bithop ot 
Arethufa to be inhumanly tortur’d, tho’ he had preferved his 
own Life when an Infant. Thefe Inftances fufficiently fhow 
the Temper of this Prince, and the Spirit of the Religion he 
had embraced. 

At the fame Time that he laboured with fo much Diligence 
to overthrow Chrittianity, he took no lefs Pains to reform 
Paganifm, and, if it had been poffible, to fix it upon a lafting 
Foundation. With this View he connected Philofophy wich 
Religion, and did his utmoft to render Morality a Part of the 
Pagan Syftem, tho’ repugnant to its Theology, and abfolute- 
ly unallied to its Doétrines. But what he chiefly drove at, 
was correcting the Manners of the Priefts, and obliging them 
to teach the People Purity of Life, not only by their Dif- 
courfes but by their Examples. He brought in theUfe of Hofpi- 
tals and other Ettablifhments for the Maintenance of the Poor ; 
and he had Thoughts of introducing other Parts of the Chrif- 
tian Difcipline into his own Religion, without perceiving 
how much he expofed the latter thereby, or how ftrong a 
Teftimony he gave by this Pratice to the Excellence of the 
former. His Humours and his Prejudices had rendered him 
an Apoftate ; but his good Senfe obliged him, in {pite of both, 
to approve and admire the Morals of the Gofpel. His Con- 
trivances, tho’ very well laid, did not in any Degree anfwer 
his Hopes ; he drew over buta very few, and feveral of thefe 
declared themfelves Chriftians as foon as he was dead. His 
Policy alfo in refpect to his own Syftem proved of very little 
Ufe ; for either the Praétices he introduced were fo incom- 
patible therewith, that they could not long be maintain’d, 
or the. Shortnefs of his Reign hindered him from bringing to 
bear that new Scheme which he had formed in his Mind. 

In Matters that had no Connexion with Religion he was 
Certainly an excellent Prince. He was fo far from being 
corrupted with Profperity, that the enlarging of his Power ferv- 
ed only to render his Juftice more extenfive. He cherifhed 
Liberty, he rever’d the Confuls, and in Proportion all the 
Magiftrates of the Commonwealth. He reftored the Luftre 
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of the Senate, and went thither to hear their Debates, and 
to fpeak his own Sentiments, not to dictate, as his Predecef- 
fors had done, more efpecially Conffantius. “Phere was noe 
thing he dreaded fo much as to be Jook’d upon as a Tyrant 
There was nothing hedefired more than to fecurea free Courfe 
to the Laws, by fupporting them with his Authority. He 
defpifed Money, not feemingly, but with Sincerity. He 
meafured his own Riches by the eafy Circumftances of ‘his 
Subjects. He never thought of ereéting fine Palaces, but'was 
remarkably careful in reftoring to their former flourifhing 
State all the decay’d Cities in his Dominions. He continued 
to diftribute Juftice in Perfon, and he fuffered Advocates to 
fpeak before him with the utmoft Liberty ; and, which was 
more extraordinary, he was willing to hear his Mittakes, 
and ready to correct them. There was one Point only in 
which he was always impatient, and it was that Point in 
refpect to which Impatience is more a Virtue than Moderation. 
In fhort, he abhor’d the Sight, he deteited the Speech of an 
Informer. Our Author, among other Inftances, has given 
us one, which it would be criminal not to repeat. The 
Emperor was at Ancyra, when a Man charg’d his Fellows 
Citizen with afpiring to the Empire; he difregarded him for 
feveral Days ; but to be free from his Importunity, he” afked 
him at laft, Of what Rank this Man was ? A rich Citizen, re- 
plied he. Well, continued the Emperor, and what Proofs have 
you? He has made himfelf a Robe,replied the Evidence, of Purple 
Silk; which was the Imperial Colour.  ‘Fu/tan turning from 
him to one of his Officers that ftood by hen, Give, faid-he, fo 
this dangerous Tale-bearer, a Pair of Purple Stockings, that 
he may carry them to the honeft Man he talks of, to wear with 
his new Robe. But he was not attentive only to the Civil 
Affairs of the Empire, he was defirous alfo of giving a Proof of 
his Military Virtues. The Victories he had obtained in Gaul 
had rather fharpen’d than fatisfy’d his Appetite for Glory 5 
and this induced him, after remafning five Months at Con= 
ftantinople, to remove his Court to Antioch, there to make 

the Preparations requifite for a War againit the Perfans. 
The Author opens the Fifth Book of his Hiftory of fulian 
with an Account of his Arrival at Antioch, a Place ‘that was 
fatai to his Peace, his Power, and his Reputation. He had 
flattered himfelf with the fond Hopes of making a much 
greater Figure there, than he had done cither in Gaul or at 
Conftantinople, but he found himfelf miferably difappointed 5 
this City, which was looked er as the Capital of the Eaft, 
2 Wié 
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was equally happy in a pleafant and fertile Situation. The 
Inhabitants were, as all. Authors defcribe them, eafy in 
their Circumftances, gay in their Tempers., loved Shows, 
Feafts, and Mirth ; but for all that, they were generally 
{peaking Chriftians, and the Pagans amongit them but a very 
inconfiderable Body. ‘The Emperor fancied that by reitoring 
the old Worfhip with all the Pomp and Splendor that fuited 
with, and indeed was infeparable from the Pagan Rites, he 
fhould fall in with the popular Humour, and make more 
Converts there than he had done any where elfe. He perfuaded 
himfelf alfo, that his great Affability and {teddy Dilcharge of 
his Duty in hearing Caufes and doing Juitice, would have 
the fame Effects there that they had in other Places. He 
was however miftaken in both ; the Inhabitants of .dutioch 
hated him as an Idolater, ano defpifed him as, 4 Philofopher. 
They fhewed more Attachment to their Religion when per- 
fecuted (as it really was now, if not by the Command, at leatt 
by the Connivance of the Emperor ; for their Churches were 
fhut up, many of their Eccletaiticks imprifoned, feveral tor- 
tured, and fome put to Death) than they had fhewed Zeal 
for it in the Days of its Profperity. ‘To fay the Truth, 
Julian himfclf loft all his Moderation here, and fhewed not 
nly a great deal of Enthufiafm and Superitition, but went 
io tar as to become truely ridiculous. For not contented 
with frequent Pilgrimages to the Temple of ‘fupiter upon 
Mount Cafus, and facrificing there with boundlefs Extrava- 
gance, he fell into another Strain of Devotion equally in- 
confittent with common Senfe, and with his own Character. 
iu a Word, he celebrated there the Feafts of Venus in a 
fhameful, or rather in a fhamelefs Manner; he affifted at 
them in Perfon, attended by Troops of common Proftitutes 
and. effeminate Youths ; in fhort, he facrificed to his Zeal 
for Paganifm, his Regard for Morality, and his Refpeét for 
Decency ; which was fo far from promoting the Caufe he 
thus efpoufed, that it expofed his Religion, and rendered him- 
{-!f contemptible. 

He did many other Things here, that were by no Means 
agrecable either to his Dignity, or to his natural Difpofition, 
for he ran into great Extreams, pardoning fome againft 
Reafon and Juftice, and putting others to Death, upon Pre- 
tences not reconcilable to either. Above all, he gave a Loofe 
so that Paffion he had, for enquiring into future Events; to 
giatify which, he is faid to have had Recourfe to the moft 
geteftable Methods, fuch as murdering innocent Children, 
that he might decipher the Defigns of Providence, by 
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infpecling their Intrail. The Evidence of thefe Faéts 
however, is mot altogether convincing ; and therefore 
the Author very juftly leaves the Reader at Liberty to de- 
cide about them. But the Pains he took to reftore the 
Temple of Apolla at Daphne, is a Fact out of Difpute. 
‘This was a Place which in the Times of Paganifm had not 
only been confecrated to Superflition, but to Obfcenity. 
There was a Grove there, under the Shade of which were 
acted the groffeft Impurities ; and it feems, thefe vicious Prac- 
tices were not laid afide even after the Pagan Theology was 
difbelieved. The Emperor Cow/lantius caufed aChriftian Church 
to be erected in this Place, and tranfported thither the Re 
mains of St. Babylas. This Church very well anfwered the 
Emperor’s Intention, but Fulzan rcfolved to diftinguifh him- 
felf, by reftoring to its former Magnificence the ‘lemple of 
Apollo,which ftood near it, and had been famous. for its Oracle, 
which however had been now a jong time filent. The Sacrifi- 
ces and the Prayers of ‘fu/ian were for.a Seafon fruitlefs 5 at 
laft, he forced his God to declare the Reafon of his Silertce, 
which it feems was his having an unfriendly Neighbour. The 
Emperor underftood his Meining, and immediately ordered 
the dead Bodies buried thereabouts to be moved, which was 
executed, only with refpect to the Athes of St. Badylas, of 
whom the Oracle complained. This done, Apolle gave An- 
fwer as before, and the Emperor as a Proof of his Grati- 
tude and Piety, added various Ornaments to the Temple, 
and amongft the reft, he erected a magnificent Periftyle round 
it. Thefe Embellifhments however, were of no long Con- 
tinuance ; Fire from Heaven confumed them and the Temple, 
and the deluded Prince tortured the Pricfts of his God, to 
fix the Imputation of this Fire upon the Chriftians, but to ne 
Purpofe. While he remained here he enjoyed the Compa- 
ny of a great Wit, a celebrated Philofopher, and a polite 
Writer, which was the Sophift Lidanius, who is thought to 
have affifted the Emperor in fevefal Pieces that he compofed 
while at Antioch, particularly his Satire againft the Inhabi- 
tants of that City, which he entitled Adifopogon, that is, 
The Beard-hater, becaufe the People ridiculed his Beard ; a 
Treatife in which there is a great deal of Wit and Vivaci- 
ty, but which has been thought notwithftanding below his 
Dignity, and unworthy of his Genius. Here alfo he wrote his 
Book againft the Chriftian Religion, in which Libanius is alfo 
{uppofed to have hada great Hand, fome Parts of it only 
remain, which initead of injuring are ferviceable to the 
Chriftian Syftem, 

But 
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But we muft not omit mentioning a very famous and re- 
markable Tranfaciion of his, during his Refidence in this 
City, which fhews the Malignity of his Heart: in refpect to 
the Gofpel ; and how far he was capable of difiembling, 
when he thought it might contribute .to overthrow our 
Religion. It is certain, that he had no better Opinion of 
Mojes than of the Mefiah : but being perfwaded that re- 
ftoring the ‘ews to the Pofleffion of their own Land, and 
rebuilding the Temple of erufalem, would go a great Way 
towards deftroying the Credit of the Prophecies in the Old 
Teftament, and refute the Applications of them by Chrift and 
his Apoftles in the New; he condefcended to write a circular 
Epiftie to the ‘ews, in fuch a Language as feemed to fpeak a 
ftrong Perfwation of the Truth of their Religion, exciting them 
to return to the Holy City, and promifing them both Pro- 
tection and Affiftance in rebuilding the Temple. The ews 
were caught by this Declaration, they reforted by Thoutands 
to their beloved Country, and under the Aufpice of this new 
Cyrus, they were indefatigable in their Endeavours to per- 
form what fo gracious an Emperor had commanded. While 
they were employed in removing the Rubbifh, and fufilling 
the Scriptures, by demolifhing the old Works, of which they 
left not one Stone upon another, all went according to their 
With ; and they met not with the leaft Difficulty or Inter- 
ruption ;. but when they began to lay the new Foundations, 
‘a Fire broke out from the Earth, deftroyed their Labours, 
and confumed the Labourers. They repeated their Attempts, 
but finding them. ineffectual, were obliged to defift and to 
abandon the Work: for ever. ‘Ihere. is fomcthing very ex- 
traordinary in this Event ; but befides the concurring Tef- 
timony of Chriftian Writers of the greateft Veracity and 
Credit, we have alfo the unfufpected Evidence of Ammianus 
Marcellinus a contemporary Author, a judicious and faithful 
Hiftorian, by Religion a Pagan, and attached to the Service 
of Julian, to which it is impoffible to give any Reply. 

The Sixth Book opens with the March of the Roman 
Army towards the Confines of the Per/ian Empire, and the 
Departure of the Emperor on .Varch 5, A. D. 363, from 
Antioch, to put himfelf at-its Head. ‘There isno Reafon that 
we fhould dwell upon all the Circumftances of this Invafion, 
it is enongh if we mention thofe that are moft remarkable. 
At Carrhae in Mefopoiamia, a Place famous for the Defeat of 
Craffus, he facrificed in the Temple of the Moen, and 
when he came out, caufed the Doors to be fealed, and plac’d 
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a Guard upon them, which was not to be dimiffed till. his 
Return. ‘Thofe who entered the Temple under the Reign 
of his Succeflor, are faid to have found a Woman hang’d 
up by her Hair, her Arms extended, and her Body opened ; 
Julian having fought to find in her Liver what would be 
the Succefs of the War. Oyr Author relates, without af- 
firming this Fact. He proceeded from hence to the Paflage 
of the Expbrates, with an Army confifting of fixty thoufand 
Men, excellently provided with all Things neceflary for the 
Expedition, and conftantly attended by a Fieet of ‘Tranfports 
laden with Machines, Ammunition,and whatever elfe was requi- 
fite for reducing the ftrong Places of the Enemy. It appears 
from this Account that Fulian conducted the whole of this Ex- 
pedition with great Military Prudence, though he was fur- 
rounded by Augurs, Soothfayers, and Philofophers, who were 
continually at Variance, to whom he always liften’d, and 
whom notwithftanding he could never reconcile. He pufhed 
on the War with fuch Succefs, that having taken feveral 
Places of Strength, and defeated ‘the Enemy’s Forces when- 
ever he engaged them, he arrived within Sight of Cte/phon, 
the Capital of Perfia, while Sapor, who after the Manner 
of his Anceftors ftiled himfelf the great King, kept at a 

Diftance with his Army, and declined giving him Battle. 
But being difappointed of the Reinforcements he expected, 
and his Army not being in «a Condition to undertake the 
Siege, fulian was obliged to think, how unwillingly foever, 
of a Retreat, which for fome Days he conducted with all 
the Prudence imaginable. At laft, the Perfians, by a Stra- 
gem which they had pracétifed more that once before, drew 
him to make a falfe Step, very fatal to his Army, but more fo 
to himfelf. “A Man in Years, who pretended to be’ a Perfon 
of great Quality, deferted to him from the Enemy ; and 
having given him a large Detail of the Injuries he pre- 
tended to have. received from Sapor, wrought himfelf fo 
far into Credit with him, as to prevail upon him to burn, 
his Fleet, under Pretence that it impeded his Conquefts. 
The Treachery was difcover’d while the Ships were in Flames, 
but the Deceiver was fled, and the Army was forced to 
march with only twenty Days Provifions. They were daily 
harrafled by the Perfian Troops, and in one of thefe Skir- 
mifhes Fulian received a Wound by a Horfeman’s Dart, 
which grazed upon his Arm, pierced through his Ribs, and 
touched his Liver. At firft he .was not at all apprehenfive of 
Death, but he was foon informed of the Danger he was 
in, 
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in, which did not at all difturb his Thoughts, or diftrac&t his 
Conduét. He made all the receflary Difpofitions for the 
Security of his Army, and the Safety of his Fiiends after 
his Deceafe; and having taken Leave of them in a manly 
Speech, he called for a Draught of cold Water, and ex- 
pired as foon as he had drank it. This was on Fune 27, 
A. D. 363, when he had reigned feven Years and a half 
from the Time he was «declared Cefar ; three Years aftér 
he had affumed the Title of Auguffus, and one Year, eight 
Months, and twenty-three Days, fince he peaceably poflefied 
the Empire. He was in the thirty-fecond Year of his Age, and 
was the laft of the Imperial Line. The Ciiriftian Writers 
report many ftrange and prodigious Accidents that attended his 
Death ; our Author repeats fome, but lays no great Strefs 
upon any of them. He obferves, that ‘fulian meditated a 
furious Perfecution againft the Chriftians upon his Return, 
and therefore acknowledges that his Death was a great Deli- 
verance to the Church. 

It is a Point of Juftice due to this Book, to fay that it is a 
very eafy, juft, and accurate Tranflation; and that the 
Notes which are sdded to the End, contain many ufeful 
and neceflary Corre€tions, and difcover a great Fund of 
hiftorical Reading with Penetration and Judgment, at the 
fame time that they abound with various Inftances of critical 
and uncommon Learning. 





HISTORICAL MEMOIRS. 


The Hiftory of FRANCE fince governed ly the Honfe 
of Bourson, together with ber Political Views, 
Interefis, 8c. continued, 


HE Care that had been taken by the Great Monarch 
T Lewis XIV. for the Security of his Infant Succeffor and 
his Subjects, was juft as inefféciual as the Pains taken by 
Lewis XHll. in fettling the Regency atthe Beg.nning of his 
own Reign ; that is to fay, the Duke of Orlr@zs acted now 
the very fame Part that the Queen-mother atted then ; = 
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by carefling the Parliament for a Moment, in giving them 
Hopes of feeing their Authority reftored, procured their Af- 
fiftance to the fingle A& that could enable him to operate 
upon their Powersat all. ‘This Point once managed, and the 
Duke of Orleans being declared fole Regent during the Mi- 
nority of Lewis XV. the Government was compleatly re- 
ftored, fince the Regent governed from that Day as abfo- 
lutely as the late King had done. He began his Adminiftra- 
tion, as all able Princes do, with Acts of Lenity and Mild- 
nefs, and with’a great Appearance of Zeal for the Publick 
Good. His Plan for Foreign Affairs was the beft laid, and 
beft conducted that the French had ever feen; it is indeed pro- 
bable, that he was principally moved thereto by the Confide- 
ration of his. particular Intereft ;. but whatever his Motive 
was, his Conduct was right. He fteddily adhered to the laft 
Treaty of Peace, he fhew’d a WillingnefS to contribute to 
fixing a true Ballance of Power. He was fo far from dif- 
fembling, that he laid open to all the World the miferable 
State that France was in; and certainly in this he acted like 
a great Politician ; for on the one hand, it juftified his Mea- 
fures at Home, ‘and on the other, it gain’d him Credit abroad; 
for by delivering her Neighbours from the Fear of. France,, 
he brought them to confide in his Promifes, and he made ufe, 
of this‘ Confidence to re-eftablifh her Affairs upon a folid 
Foundation. In refpe& to Domeftick Concerns he aéted with 
the fame Prudence and Moderation. He erected feveral 
Councils agreeable to the late King’s Will, forefeeing the Con-. 
fufion this would create, and the. fair Opportunity it would 
give him of fuppreffing them ; and he reftored to the Parlia- 
ment their ancient Liberty of debating upon Aéts of State be- 
fore they gave them the Sanction. of their Authority. Thefe 
were all very proper .as well as popular Steps ; they ferved to 
fettle his Authority, and to enable him to make ufe of. it af. 
terwards as he thought moft convenient. He had his Views, 
as all Princes have ; and he fhewed himfelf a great Prince, by 
taking the Precautions neceflary to fix his Power, before he 
made his Views evident, from his Endeavours to accomplifh 
them. 

When he had thus fecured Peace abroad, and his Autho- 
rity at Home, he lift’ned to the Cries of the People, and efta- 
blifhed a new Court of Judicature, for calling to an Account 
fuch as had the Management of the Public Revenue in the 
former Reign, and were almoft the only People in the King- 
dom that enjoyed affluent Fortunes under the prefent. The 
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Pretence was fpecious ; and tho’ this Enquiry might be con- 
duéted with a Severity that border’d upon Injuftice, yet it 
anfwer’d the Purpofe of the Coust, and did not give general 
- Offence. He would have had Recourfe to healing Meafures 
in. the Church, but in that refpect his good Defigns were 
defeated ; and, as is but too frequent, thofe who by their 
Proteffion are of all others moft bound to promote Peace, 
were thofe, who by the Authority that Profeffioni gave them, 
hinder’d it the moft. ‘The Regent faw and underftood per- 
fe&tly the many mifchicvous Confequences that. flow’d from 
the frequent Variations that had been made in the Value ot 
the Coin during the laft Reign ; but what he moft regretted 
was, thatthe People underitood thofe fo well, that it was 
impofiible, as Things ftood, for any Ufe to be made of this 
Expedient under his Adminiftration. To correé this. Evil, 
and more efpecially to fet his own Hands at Liberty ; on the 
rath of Od?eber 1715, he publifhed an Edi&, in which he fet 
forth in a very clear Light the principal Inconveniencies that 
attended this Praétice, as well as the Advantages that muft 
neceffarily attend the remedying of this. Evil, and fixing the 
Coin on an equitable and immoveable Foundation, of which 
this Edict gave Hopes, by declaring, that the Piftole or Lewis 
d’Or fhould for ever remain of the Value of fourteen Livres, 
which it was then at: But no fooner had this Edié& produc- 
ed its Effeét, than the Regent iflued another, by which the 
Subjeéts were required to pay their Money into the Mint at 
the Rate of fixteen Livres for a Lewis d’Or, . which were iflu- 
ed again at the Rate of twenty. I mention this Inftance out 
of many, for two Reafons ; the firft is, to give the Readera 
View of the Diftrefs of the French Government, and 
the Hardfhips it was’ obliged to impofe upon its Sub- 
je&s; and fecondly, to give a Specimen: of the Regent’s 
Policy, which was of the fame Stamp throughout ; that is to 
fay, he made no Scruple of profefling any thing that might 
ferve his Purpofe, and acting with refpeét to thofe Profefti- 
ons, as if he had never made them. But this was only with 
regard to Tranfactions at Home; with reference to Foreign 
Princes he was cautious how he entered into Engagements, 
but was afterwards punctual in performing them. 

It is impofhible, ftri@ly fpeaking, to juftify fuch a Cone 
duét as the Regent purfued ; but one inay have leave to fay in 
his Excufe, that he found the Government and the Nation in 
a moft undone Condition, with a Debt almoft beyond Be- 
lief, fince fome have calculated it at no lefs than three hundred 
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Million Sterling, notwithftanding fome confiderable Spunges 
that had been made in the late Reign. He faw that while 
the Government was in this Condition, it could neither act 
for its own Security, nor for the Relief of the People, but 
muft be obliged from Time to Time to lay heavy Burdens 
upon the Whole, in order to give fome Satisfaction to that 
Part of the People who were become Creditors to the Publick. 
This it was that induced him to liften to a Project of Mr. 
‘Fobn Law, a Native of Scotland, and a Man ofa peculiar Caft 
of Mind; who knew how to apply thofe Schemes of Calcu- 
lation, which hitherto had ferved only private and paltry Pur- 
pofes, tothe great Affairs of a Nation, and the extricating 
a Government from fuch Difficulties as that of France was 
then under. The Patron and the Projector were as well 
fuited to each other as cou'd be conccived. The Re- 
gent, had |.e been ina private Station, would probably have 
been the Contriver of this Scheme ; the Projector, had he 
been vefted with the Regent’s Power, would have had Cou- 
rage enough to have executed it in its utmoft Extent. -The 
Colour that was given to this Affair was the erecting a 
new Company for carrying on a Commerce to Loui/iana, or 
the River Miffifippi ; but the true Defign was to pay the 
Debts of the French Government without Money, or with 
other Peoples Money. I mean by other Peoples Money, the 
Money of Foreigners; and this Affair was managed with fuch 
Addrefs, that in the Year 1719 the new Company offered 
to lend the Government fifteen hundred Million of Livres. 
In the mean Time however the Regent had been obliged to 
practife fo many Methods of raifing and falling Money, of 
{topping the Currency of Cath, forcing of Currency for Notes, 
and conftraining fuch as had any Gold or Silver, to part with 
it, whether they would or not ; that he was obliged to ftop 
fhort in the Execution of Mr. Law’s Scheme, and to drive 
him out of the Kingdom. Yet, after all this, and notwith- 
ftanding the Difturbance, Clamour, and Confufion which the 
Bufinefs of the Bank, the Jndia Company, and other Expedients 
Mr. Law fuggefted, produced, the Government was a great 
Gainer upon the Whole, and a very large Proportion of the 
Debt was, if not paid, at leaft refolved into Wafte Paper. 
While the Regent was thus ftruggling to free the Govern- 
ment of France from the Difficulties it was under, occafioned 
chiefly by the long War carried on to place Philip V. on the 
Throne of Spain, that Prince committed his Affairs to an en- 
terprizing Minifter, the famous Cardinal A/beroni, who is 
fill living ; and who, inftead of fubmitting, as former Mi- 
E 2 nifters, 
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nifters had done, to the Meafures prefcribed by France, ftruck 
out a Plas of his own, which he would have obliged the Re- 

ent to follow; and which confifted in recovering all the 
ote that had been taken from the Spanifb Monarchy by 
the late Treatics of Peace. The Regent declared that he 
look’d upon this to be contrary to Juftice; but it is certain 
that he confidered it as not at all confiftent with his Inte- 
reft ; and therefore, _inftead of promoting, he oppos’d it, 
agreeable to the Engagements he was under to the Imperial 
and Britifo Courts. The Spanifh Couit, or rather the Spa- 
nifh Miniiter, took this fo ill, that he refolved to forma Par- 
ty in France, and even to fecure the Perfon of the Duke 
Regent ; and as wild and extravagant as this Plot might 
feem, the Prince de Cellamere, then the Spanifh Ambaflador 
at the Court of France, took his Meafures fo well, that he 
Was very near carrying it into Execution '; it was however 
very critically difcovered, the Minifter.arrefted and fent out 
of France, fome Gentlemen of Bretagne who were deepeft in 
this Scheme loft their Lives, and very fuon after an open War 
broke out between the two Nations. But as Spain could 
not fuftain her felf without the Affiftance of France, much 
lefs againft the Power of that Monarchy, joined with the reft 
of her Opponents, Cardinal Albercni was obliged to give 
Way, the Crown of Spain acceded to the Quadruple Alli- 
ance; and it was agreed that the young King of France 
fhould marry the Infanta of Spain ; that the Prince of 
Afturias fhould marry one of the Regent’s Daughters, and 
Don Carles the other. All Things being thus fettled, and 
the Peace of Europe for the prefent refiored, the Regent’s 
Affairs wore a much better Afpeét than they had done, and 
wll the Powers of Eurcpe faw with Surprize, but without 
Jealoufy, France daily recovering its Luftre. This is a Proof 
that the Regent’s Condu& was agreeable to the true Intereft 
of the Kingdom he govern’d; and that he much better under- 
ftood the Art of making Franxce truly formidable, than thofe 
who affeét at every Turn to make her appcar fo. But to 
purfue the Thread of our Narration, and leave thefe Poli- 
tical Points to the Confideration and Decifion of the judicious 
Reader. 

In 1722, the Regent caufed his Majefty to be crowned at 
Rheims, and in the beginning of the tollowing Year, he 
was declared of full Age in Parliament. The Regent knew 
well of what Confequence it was to preferve Forms, though 
he never meant by taking thefe Steps to relinquifh his own 
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Authority. By his Advice therefore, his own Creature and 
Favourite, Cardinal Du Bois, was “declared Prime Minifter, 
but did nothing but by his Royal Highnefs’s Direétion ; fo 
that the Duke had ftill the intire Adminiftration of the Affairs 
of the Nation without any Title or Office whatever. He was 
very well fatisied with this Situation of Things, but 
in the Month of Auguf following his Promotion the 
Cardinal died ; and the Duke of Orleans, too prudent 
to truft any other Perfon with the Title of Prime Mi- 
nifter, afked the King for it, or rather aflumed it himfelf. 
The Confufion that Cardinal Du Bois left his Papers in, and 
the delicate Nature of many of his Correfpondences, obliged 
the Duke to apply himfelf with the utmoft Induftry and Di- 
ligence to the putting them in order, in which he was fo inde- 
fatigable, that hefate up allthe Night of the firft of December 
1723, though he found himfelf feveral times very near faint- 
ing, and the next Day in the Afternoon he died of a Fit of 
the Apoplexy, with great Projects in his Head, and, as many 
have thought, when he was on the Point of carrying fome 
of them into Execution. 

Upon the Death of the Duke of Orleans the Conduct of 
the State devolved upon the next Prince of the Blood of an 
Age fuitable to the Employment. This was the Duke of 
Bourbon, a Prince of great Parts, furprifing Quicknefs, and 
capable of much Application. He found many Difficulties 
upon his firft coming into the Adminiftration ; to hinder thefe 
from increafing, he purfued the Plan of his Predeceffor very 
iteddily ; but the People were not much better fatished with 
him, than they had been with his Royal Highnefs, becaufe 
the State of the Finances was fuch as obliged him to make 
various Alterations in the Coin ; he likewife prefled the Ac- 
ceptance of the Bull Unigenitus, both on the Laity and 
Clergy, which occafioned great Heats and Animofities, and 
while thefe continued the King, was taken fuddenly ill, which 
alarmed the Duke of Bourbon feo’ much, that he refolved to 
fend back the young Infanta, who had been for fome time 
in France with the Title of Queen, in order to marry his 
Majefty to fome Princefs of riper Years ; and accordingly his 
Majefty was very foon afterwards married to the Princefs 
Mary, Daughter of Staniflaus King of Poland, which gave 
great Satisfaction to the People of France. But the Court 
of Spain refented this extremely, and demanded in exprefs 
Terms, that the Duke of Bourbon fhould be removed, to 
give his Catholick Majefty Satisfaction, as Cardinal Alberonz 
had formerly been, at the Requeft and for the Conveniency 

of 








38 The M'USEUM: Or the 


of the moft Chriftian King. ‘This being refufed, threw the 
Spanifh Court into the Arms of that of Vienna, which gave 
fuch a Face to the Affairs-of Europe, as differed much 
from that which they had worn for half a Century pait. 
It was not long however, that the Duke of Bourbon was 
able to maintain himfelf in Power, and the Thing that turn’d 
moft to his Prejudice, was the raifing the fiftieth Penny 
upon all Eftates throughout the Kingdom, which the Duke 
judged neceflary for the Payment of the publick Debts, 
with which after all this fpunging the Crown found itfelf 
charged. There are fecret and dark Intrigues in all Courts, 
and perhaps there never was any in which thefe have always 
prevailed more than in that of France. If we could abfo- 
jutely depend upon fome Memoirs that have been written of 
thefe Times, the Duke of Bourbon was deccived, and out- 
witted by his Succeflor, who firft very gravcly and confcien- 
tioufly reprefented to him the many fatal Confequences that 
attended the modern Method of paying or rather of not 
paying publick Debts, by variation of the Coin, giving a 
Currency to Paper; and then deftroying its Credit a- 
gain: By which he fo wrought upon the Duke, that he 
refolved to abandon thofe Meafures as unworthy of a Go- 
vernment ; and then, the crafty Prieft lay in wait 
to reprefent him as a public Opprefflor. The Duke, in 
the very Edict by which he impofed this Tax, fet forth the 
Reafons of it, giving a very fair and full Account of the 
Methods that had been hitherto taken in order to extinguifh 
the publick Debt, their Confequences, and the Neceffity there 
ftill was of raifing Moncey to pay off Incumbrances, which 
ftood the Crown in fifty Millions Yearly for Intereft, tho’ they 
paid but Two per Cent. When the Murmurs began about 
this Tax, which how juft and reafonable foever it might 
be in its Intention, was to a People fo exhaufted, almoft 
infupportable ; the ancient Bifhop of Frejus (fo Mr. Fleury 
was then called) was the firft to mention them to the King, 
tho’ he had great Obligations to the Duke; and he did it in fuch 
a manner, and with the Addition of fuch Circumftances, that he 
who had always regarded the Sayings of this Man as fo many 
Oracles, refolved to part with the Duke of Bourbon, and de- 
clare this Prelate firft Minifter ; which Refolution was no fooner 
taken than it was executed, and the People, as is common 
enough in all Countries, applauded the Change chiefly becaufe 
it was a Change. The Duke bore his Difgrace both with 
Patience and Dignity, and tho’ he continued all his Life after 
a private Man, and had very little ConneGtion with the Court, 
yet he quickly recovered his Credit with the Publick, and was 

as 


ive 
ch 
ft, 


vd 
ny 


ch 


ne 


Literary and Hiflorical Recister. 39 
as generally efteemed to the Day of his Death as any of the 
Princes of his Houfe ever had been. 

As for the Adminiftration of Cardinal Fleury, it is fo well 
known here, that it would be needlefs to trouble the Reader 
with a particular Detail of it. He was certainly a wey art- 
fyl, and a very ambitious Man, without any of thofe Talents 
that are requifite to make an accomplifhed Statefman, or a 
great Minifter. It was the Afcendancy he had over his Maf- 
ter, that as it originally procured, kept him fo long in Power ; 
us it was a fmooth and complaifant Behaviour to the Foreign 
Minifters, that gave him fo great an Iptereft as he really had 
for many Years in all the Courts of Europe. He was very 
difinterefted in refpect to. Money, was. very far from being 
folicitous about his Family, adel conden of Moderation, 
and was very mild and affable in his Behaviour ; yet there were 
many harfh Things done under his Adminiftration, both with 
refpe&t to Civil and Ecclefiaftical Affairs. He had no fettled 
Plan of Politicks, as appeared by his fometimes courting, and 
fometimes croffing theMeafures of Spain. It was purely to pleafe 
that Court, that-he fuffered his Mafter to enter intoa War 
with the late Emperor Charles V1. but as foon as he faw an 
Opportunity of getting out of it, and of making fo great an 
Acquifition to France as the Dutchy of Lorrain, he refolved 
to embrace it ; and as he had facrificed the Honour, and was 
very near facrificing the Life of theFrench Queen’s Father,dur- 
ing theWar,fo he made no Scruple of facrificing the Intereft of 
Spain to the Peace. The fame kind of Temper was vifible 
in almoft every great Tranfaction while he was at the Head 
of Affairs. He made ufe of other Men’s Abilities for contri- 
ving and executing Schemes that were above his Reach ; but 
whenever he found himfelf pinch’d by thofe Schemes, he re- 
moved and ruined the Authors of them, to preferve or regain 
his own Credit, as is evident enough in the Cafe of M. Chau- 
velin, the Keeper of the Seals, whom he drove from Court, 
after he had made great Ufe of his Abilities. In refpeé to 
the prefent War, which began in his Lifetime, he was drawn 
into it by thofe whom at that time he trufted, chiefly from his 
apprehending that it would not be the Work of more than one 
or two Campaigns, and that the Allies of the Houfe of 4u/ffria 
would be as paffive in this War as in the laft. But when he 
found his Miftake, and faw, or rather felt the Inconveni- 
encies that followed from it, he had Recourfe to his old Ex. 
pedient of fhifting the Blame upon other People ; but it was 
no longer in his Power to rid himfelf of them, as he had done 
of their Predeceffors ; Age, Infirmities, and approaching Death, 
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obliged him to turn his Thoughts to other Matters. He 
maintained his Power with, or rather Influence over his 
Mafter to the very laft, and, like Cardinal AZazariz.c, had the 
Satisfaction of dying, in all outward Appearance, as great a 
Man as he had lived, and even of appointing as it were his 
Succefflor. But the Arts he made ufe of to keep his Mafter 
in a State of Dependence upon himfelf, have had fuch an Ef- 
fe& on all the Meafures of the Court of Ver/ailles fince his 
Death, that it has been a perpetual Scene of Cabals, Intrigues, 
and Confufion, till Marfhal Count Saxe gained the Ear of his 
Mafter to fuch a Degree, as to give Law even to the Mini- 
fters, at leaft in refpect to all great Points, which is the Po- 
fture that Things are in at prefent. 


The EN D of Numzer XXVII. 
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